
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 
 

December 30, 2022 

The Honorable Chair and Members 
   of the Hawai‘i Public Utilities Commission 
Kekuanao‘a Building, First Floor 
465 South King Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

Dear Commissioners: 

Subject: Docket No. 2022-0012 
 Competitive Bidding Process to Acquire Energy Storage 
 Development of North Kohala Energy Storage RFP 
 Updated Re-study Results to the North Kohala Microgrid + BESS Project 

Pursuant to Order No. 38699, issued on November 10, 2022 in the subject proceeding, 
Hawaiian Electric1 respectfully submits the updated re-study results for the North Kohala 
Microgrid + BESS project enclosed as Exhibit 1 to this letter.  Although the full North Kohala 
Energy Storage Request for Proposal (“RFP”) and updated cost estimate are not yet available at 
this time, the Company is providing the updated re-study results to give the Commission the 
opportunity to begin its review. 

The updated drafts of the RFP and model Energy Storage Service Agreement (“ESSA”) 
will be filed no later than January 13, 2023 and will subsequently be made available to the public 
on Hawaiian Electric’s website at 
https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/NorthKohalaEnergyStorageRFP (“RFP Website”). Updates are 
being made where applicable to conform the terms of the RFP and ESSA with the Stage 3 RFPs, 
filed on November 7, 2022 for Hawai‘i Island and on December 22, 2022 for the islands of Maui 
and O‘ahu. Similarly, the update to the pricing of the Microgrid + BESS project are being 
completed and will be filed no later than January 13, 2023. 

Based on the re-study results, the Company is recommending a change of BESS size from 
5 megawatts (MW) / 22 megawatt-hours (MWh) of energy storage capacity to 5 MW / 30 MWh, 
see Table 2 of Exhibit 1.  The updated energy storage capacity reflects a number of updated 
findings, which will ultimately provide better reliability to the North Kohala area than previously 
contemplated. The major assumption changes to the updated BESS capacity is as follows: 

1. Removal of 15% load deduction. The initial use of a 15% load deduction for voluntary 
calls of conservation was speculative.  Since this initial study, there have been several calls 
for conservation on Hawai‘i Island, which did not result in an actual reduction in demand 
from the forecast peak.  Therefore, it is concluded that voluntary reduction in load cannot 
be relied on to reduce demand served by the microgrid. 

1  Hawaiʻi Electric Light Company, Inc. is referred to as “Hawaiian Electric” or the “Company”. 
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2. Removal of reliance on 500 kW generator. While there exists a 500 kW generator on 
Hawai‘i Island which has the potential to be deployed in various areas there is no existing 
setup to allow the connection of this generator in the North Kohala area. 

3. Use of updated net load for the North Kohala area.  The updated analysis uses the net load 
from the time period between October 1, 2021 to October 1, 2022.  This updated net load 
also includes contribution from existing customer-sited PV generation, which the prior 
study included net load with a PV adjustment – effectively including too much contribution 
from customer-sited PV generation.  The sizing was selected to accommodate all but the 
highest demand for the planned outage duration, with the reasoning that the highest 
demand time period could be avoided. 

As noted above, no later than January 13, 2023, Hawaiian Electric will file the updated 
RFP, ESSA, and pricing for the Microgrid + BESS project.  The Company looks forward to 
resuming the docket upon the filing of this information.

 Sincerely, 

/s/ Ken Aramaki 

Ken Aramaki 
Director, T&D and Interconnection Planning 

Attachment 

cc: Division of Consumer Advocacy 
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Nojiri, Andrew 

From: puc@hawaii.gov 
Sent: Friday, December 30, 2022 10:25 AM
To: Nojiri, Andrew 
Subject: Hawaii PUC eFiling Confirmation of Filing 

[This email is coming from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments or links in suspicious 
email.] 

Your eFile document has been filed with the Hawaii Public Utilities commision on 2022 Dec 30 AM 10:20. The mere fact 
of filing shall not waive any failure to comply with Hawaii Administrative Rules Chapter 6‐61, Rules of Practice and 
Procedure Before the Public Utilities Commission, or any other application requirements. Your confirmation number is 
ANDR22102038562. If you have received this email in error please notify the Hawaii Public Utilities Commission by 
phone at 808 586‐2020 or email at hawaii.puc@hawaii.gov. 
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